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NEWS RELEASE
UD'S PROGRAM IN LAW AND TECHNOLOGY RANKED 20TH IN NATION,
CURRICULUM PREPARES STUDENTS FOR 21ST CENTURY LAW
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton's program in law and technology has been
at the forefront of a booming area of the legal world for a dozen years.
And now it's gaining national recognition.
The School of Law program, whose specialty is intellectual property law, is ranked 20th
in the nation, according to this week's U.S. News and World Report rankings of the nation's best
graduate schools.
"We're right up in the top 10 to 12 percent of law schools in the nation," said Bob
Kreiss, program director. "It's a great compliment to the program in law and technology to be
ranked in the top 20. It means we've earned a national reputation and significant recognition
from our peers."
U.S. News & World Report ranks popular specialties through peer opinion, asking

professors, lawyers and judges to assess the quality of programs.
With an expanding annual conference on computer and cyberspace law and new courses
in cyberspace law, cybercrimes and electronic commerce, UD's program in law and technology
is one of the few in the country that prepare lawyers for practice in intellectual property, patent
.and cyberspace law.
"There are just a few places in the country where you can go and get a concentration in
law and technology, and Dayton is one of them," said Michael Jacobs, vice president and
general counsel at Lexis-Nexis and an adjunct professor of law. "I think the program has done
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a great deal to enhance the law scho6l's reputation nationally. I travel a lot and people say to
me, 'Oh, you're from Dayton? That's where they have that great cyberspace conference."'
Between 15 and 20 percent of UD' s law students take three or more intellectual
property courses before they graduate. The job outlook for graduates is "fairly strong,
particularly in patent law, where starting salaries range between $70,000 and $100,000," Kreiss
said.
Kreiss expects the program to continue to grow, especially in cyberspace law, as
demand from students and employers increases. "Today, it's second nature for students to go
on line. There's a real cultural gap between people going to law school now and the people who
are out there in the field," he observed. "Law firms are very slow to change. But as clients
come to firms with more and more cyberspace concerns, the demand for Internet-savvy lawyers
will increase.
"It's an area you'll have to understand to practice law in the 21st century."
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